The recording and precise positioning of coin finds are extremely important for the study of monetary circulation in the region to the North of the Black Sea. In recent decades progress has been made in this field and the situation in the region to the North-West of the Black Sea and the adjacent part of Eastern Europe has been clarified once and for all.' Further research is required, however, with regard to monetary circulation in the north-eastern part of the Black Sea region (particularly in the Cimmerian Bosporus) in the 5th century AD. In view of the fact that Roman gold coins of this period are encountered extremely rarely and constitute only a very small coin-group, each new find is of considerable interest. We shall therefore attempt to consider the Theodosius II solidi published in this short article in conjunction with currently available information on coins from the reigns of both this and other emperors found in the region to the North of the Black Sea and adjacent territories.
The recording and precise positioning of coin finds are extremely important for the study of monetary circulation in the region to the North of the Black Sea. In recent decades progress has been made in this field and the situation in the region to the North-West of the Black Sea and the adjacent part of Eastern Europe has been clarified once and for all.' Further research is required, however, with regard to monetary circulation in the north-eastern part of the Black Sea region (particularly in the Cimmerian Bosporus) in the 5th century AD. In view of the fact that Roman gold coins of this period are encountered extremely rarely and constitute only a very small coin-group, each new find is of considerable interest. We shall therefore attempt to consider the Theodosius II solidi published in this short article in conjunction with currently available information on coins from the reigns of both this and other emperors found in the region to the North of the Black Sea and adjacent territories. The first coin (Fig. 1, 1) is in a splendid state of preservation, weighs 4.471 grammes and measures 21 cms in diameter. The second example ( Fig. 1, 2 XVII ("emperor for the 42nd time, Consul for the 17th time) points to the fact that these solidi were issued during the year 449. They could only have been minted prior to January 1, 1950, i.e. before Theodosius II assumed consular office for the eighteenth time. These coins are therefore from the last but one issue, since the coins of the last issue bear the abbreviations TR(ibunicia) P(otestas) xxxxn CO(n)S(ul) XVIII and IMP(erator) XXXXIH CO(n)S(ul) XVill.4 These
